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CREATING LGBTQ+ 
AFFIRMING ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS
Brian J, Co-Executive Director

He / Him / His

CharacteristicsAttitude

Differences in people are indispensableNurturance

Values the diversity of peopleAppreciation

Recognizes the strength of those who are 
different

Admiration

Works to safe guard those who are differentSupport

Make accommodations for other’s differencesAcceptance

Being different is a phase of developmentTolerance

Those who are different are born that way/pitifulPity

Those who are different are sick/crazy/strangeRepulsion

Riddle Scale
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Elementary is far too 
early for kids to learn 

about LGBTQ+ topics.

Tips at bit.ly/3y1pPHF

It’s about…

Respect Love Families
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UN-SCIENTIFIC POLL 

A
G

ES
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-3 Gender identity emerges, 
can identity “gender” of 
toys and certain clothes, 
seek out same-sex role 
models (matching their 
inner sense of gender), 
confused by gender 
variant adults, some 
announce difference 
between what they are 
told and what they feel 
and know about their 
gender identity.

A
G

ES
 3

-4 Sense of own 
gender identity, 
gender roles 
refined and 
stereotypes 
emerge, gender 
segregation 
emerges, struggle 
to find language 
to express 
differences, 
unsure of 
whether gender 
variance or 
transgender 
identity.
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-6

Associate gender with 
specific behaviors, use of 
gender scripts, through 
intentional learning can 
adapt scripts, indicators 
of gender variance 
clearly emerge, 
understanding of gender 
consistency can be shaky, 
transgender children 
may be consistent and 
persistent in their cross-
gender identity

A
G

ES
 5

-7 Gender consistency 
established, 
attachment to 
stereotypical 
behaviors subsides, 
possible 
embarrassment 
stemming from 
awareness of being 
outside the norm 
in interests, 
imposed 
limitations on 
expression could 
lead to behavioral 
issues and 
expressions of 
suicidal ideation.

Developmental Stages & the Transgender Child
Brill, S., & Pepper, R. (2008) The transgender child: a handbook for families and professionals. San Francisco, CA: Cleis Press Inc.
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Cisgender: A person whose gender identity more or less aligns with the sex they were assigned at birth.  
(“cis-” is a Latin prefix meaning “on this side of”)

Transgender: A person whose gender identity is different from the sex they were assigned at birth.  
(“trans-” is a Latin prefix meaning “across, on the far side of”)

Sex Assigned At Birth

gender identity

male

man

female

woman
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Nonbinary: A person whose gender is not exclusively male or female.  Other terms people use to describe 
this identity include genderqueer, gender fluid, agender, and more.

Intersex: A person born with any of several variations in sex characteristics including chromosomes, 
gonads, sex hormones, or genitals that “do not fit the typical definitions for male or female bodies”. 

What does 
gay mean?
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CHECKLIST
Check = Doing it! T = Today S = Someday
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“There are 
LGBTQ+ 

students here.”
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Inclusive 
Language 
& 
Practices

Source: Welcoming Schools
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I’m not sure that is 
true for all ______

Where did 
you learn 

that?

That’s gender 
stereotyping!

Can someone think of an 
example that doesn’t fit 

the pattern?

Patterns versus Rules
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He says he has two 
moms. You can’t 
have two moms!
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Jacob’s new dress
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Source: Emily Style
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My dad says being 
trans is wrong. 

What do you think?
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•Correct yourself.
•Briefly apologize.
•Move on.

When you make a mistake
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Privacy & Confidentiality
• Do let the individual guide who is included in 

conversations around their gender identity
• Don’t out students - be mindful of the information 

that can be shared with students, colleagues, and 
families

• REMEMBER: Home isn’t always a safe space for 
students. Work to include families AND trust students’ 
assessment of their home life.

When families aren’t 
at “supportive”…yet!
• Families are on a journey

• Meet families where they 
are, help move towards 
support

• Be clear about what school 
can/can’t do

• Work with student to 
create supports – anchor 
adults are critical
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THANK 
YOU

Brian j.

brianj@gsafewi.org

(608) 661-4141
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